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1 Introduction
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e To provide people who have sexually abused with the skills to stop...
e To ensure the safety of the child victims. The safety of victims is paramount in

all our work.

e To support the families of those who abuse, to help them deal with the effects of
the abusive behaviour and to make informed choices 5### # 06
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2  Objectives of the research
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3 Research methods
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3.2 Research with teachers
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3.3  Focus group
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3.4  Telephone interviews
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3.5 Postal survey of teachers
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4 Findings from the literature: what we already know
about abusive and inappropriate sexual behaviour
among children

4.1 Introduction
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4.2  Sexually aggressive or sexually abusive behaviour in children
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4.5 Normal childhood sexual development and behaviour
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4.6  Young people who have developmental or learning disabilities
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4.7 Children’s sexual behaviour that does not fit normal childhood sexual
behaviour patterns
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4.8  Adult responses to children’s sex play
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4.9 Information and communications technology
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4.10 Understanding the context of children who abuse others
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4.11 Consequences of vulnerability factors for some children
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5 Findings from the survey: what teachers said about
abusive and inappropriate sexual behaviour among

children
5.1 Response rate, reporting and other issues
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...have you defined this [sexualised]? | am trying to find a definition in your
material, or examples

Unsure what you define as sexualised behaviour. Do you mean students
talking/thinking about boy/girlfriends, constant teasing about boy/girlfriends,
arrangements of “first” dates all occur during those years.
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Low decile and | believe socio-economic issue ‘create /add to’ issues related
to sexualised behaviour in students.

Decile 10 school - very rarely have behaviour/sexual issues. Easy kids to
teach.

Decile 10 - and not excluded from this issue at all! With ‘absent’ parents
problems are compounded often. Also break-up of family unit appears to have
significant and prolonged impact /effect.

A small tight community /family - from your question it made me think that we
must be quite sheltered - | am not aware of any of the issues raised in this
questionnaire.

Because we are a Christian school, the home and church environments
provide clear guidelines regarding sexual behaviours.

This school is fairly high decile with minimal behaviour problems /issues
compared to the last one | was in, however there are still serious issues e.g.
suicide that I've had to deal with.

Catholic character is always enforced.

5.3  Challenging behaviour among Year 7 and 8 students
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5.4

What's happening with abusive and inappropriate sexual behaviour among Year 7 & 8 students?

Managing inappropriate behaviour among Year 7 and 8 students

#H * * 1 Snot "
6# " " #H
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4 0 #H
* 1 # E ' #
cC * o1 "
> 1 ¢k " " *x 1 *
* n ? *om¢ ! * 1
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A student was violent towards another student; a teacher intervened and was
pushed onto the floor

Bullying of a student via the Internet and bebo site and cell phones.
A situation where a child was extremely upset and angry

Two girls of different nationalities fighting and swearing at each other with
racial comments, out of control

Bullying a student with Asperger’s syndrome

Student completely defiant swearing and abusing staff and students, throwing
things at people

A boy throwing chairs and choking other students. Also a fight where a
student punched another in front of me

A student was stealing from classmates and refused to admit or accept
responsibility for his actions.
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5.5  Sexualised behaviours among Year 7 and 8 students
P P * H#
* ! # *

* 1 H *

Normal sexualised behaviours among Years 7 and 8 students

# 8 x ko 2
## * *
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1 @ e * #

# wwov g % #
* 1 2 2
x " * #
7 " S T

B 2 " I

Kissing, holding hands - girlfriend/boyfriend
Hiding in areas of the school cuddling and kissing, holding hands
Flirting, crushes, hugging

Normal chemistry between boys and girls. Mutual attraction - quite harmless
innocent behaviour.

E * # "o
#H 2 1! ! *

* * " o

...comments exploring growing interest in such things as breast and penises
Talking about girlfriends/boyfriends

Calling out the word 'penis'. Giggling at the talk of the (period)ic table
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* 1 * 1 K # " * " -

Boys are noticing girls, particularly their development.

2

* " -

Comments like, “Mary loves Johnny’ etc.

Couples through peer pressure being encouraged to walk around school
together.

When teaching the puberty [curriculum], until the children become much
more aware of the correct and slang vocabulary of sex. They like to use this
for effect on the students and adults. Words such as ‘come’ etc suddenly cause
blushing and laughing

Inappropriate name calling or comments with sexual content. Put downs
... Use of vocabulary - ‘gay’ ‘homo’ ‘vagina’

Verbal bullying - appearance e.g. pimples, smell (sweat-girls), eyebrows
(monobrow-unplucked)

Homophobic comments/ put downs. Calling of names ‘slut” and ‘pussy’.

Pulling down pants of fellow student

Boys caught in girls toilets. Student grabbing girls inappropriately in the
playground

Down-trouing (pulling shorts down, skirt up)

Pupil masturbating (male) in class. Time of Y7 puberty lessons etc, child was
doing it to show off. Also displaying ‘dry humping’ actions (males).

* 1 * 2 C
* =

Girls choice of clothing, very brief, messages on tee shirt fronts, low rider
pants...

Girls clothing, dance moves, general body language and facial expressions
when trying to be ‘cool’ are very suggestive

Dressing by some girls on mufti-day - very skimpy inappropriate for school
but normal for them

Girls wearing tight clothing, inappropriate for school setting, yet very much
fashionable trend.

"o -

A survey of teachers 2007. Report for WellStop Inc.



Some (very few) will look at pornography...

Looking at pornographic pictures brought to school. Sharing pornographic
pictures on cell phone. Accessing porn sites on Internet.

" * 1

Sexualised behaviours outside the normal range of behaviours for this group

- # 0 ¥l
B 2%W7 B 2
E *
* 1 #
B # ¢ 2
E * 1 * #
# * -

Knowledge of sexual relationship - ‘blow jobs’, detailed sexual knowledge.
Heightened awareness, talking about sexual activity...

Girls passing around notes which mention their sexual endeavours with
popular boys / use of explicit language to describe...

Masturbating under desk

Touching genitals of others. Pulling down pants of others
Grabbing nipples or testicles of other boys as a joke
Grabbing girls’ breasts in an aggressive manner.

E " " !

Discussion of DVD/video material by students that clearly contains graphic
sexual acts and sometimes degrading and violent sexual acts including rape
scenes...

Taking photos in changing room

Girls and boys openly talking about DVD's seen showing sexual acts. Text
messages asking for ‘blow jobs’

Sending explicit pxt on cell phones

Telling other kids about a great gaming website that was actually a
homosexual porn website.

E * o1
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... Having down trousers so low that half of underwear and body ‘crack’ is
revealed at all times.

We've had a student expose himself to others.

! * # :
Staying over at boy/girlfriend’s house

Concern re child on street soliciting

Knowledge of prostitution /drug links. Identified sexual abuse (been through
courts).

Disturbing sexualised behaviour among Year 7 and 8 students

70 " * 1 *
3 1 4 # "

B * 2 1;: # @

Yes (36/143)

No (104/143)

) =M ! * 1 wn #

A female student sexually assaulted another female student and physically hurt
the victim

Male student stimulating himself - with hands on top of pants
Locking another boy in the cupboard and feeling him up...
Male student telling female teacher to “suck his dick!”’
Krumping battle - sexually explicit, touching oneself

Telephoning younger Year 4 girl and discussing things like ‘x person raped
you’ or ‘you slept with a [religious group] boy’

Boy using cellphone to send pxt of his penis to a girl student

What's happening with abusive and inappropriate sexual behaviour among Year 7 & 8 students? -1
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A year 8 told me that she was raped by relative and was now pregnant to him.

5.6 Managing sexualised behaviour that was inappropriate, harmful,
abusive or disturbing
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| refused to have boy return to my class until he apologised to me with
his mother present. The boy did not meet at the principal’s office -he
instead ran away from school. Principal contacted parent. Parent said
it was too hard to return boy to school that day as he was non-
compliant. Referred student to CAFs with Mum's support as this was
one of many abusive incidents in class towards me and other students.
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Brought it up as an issue in our class meeting focussing on how we treat
others

Followed a restorative justice format which lead into discussion about other
issues of sexual harassment.
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40 - 0] ! ¥ #
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Idea of what is normal/ inappropriate...

Recognising ‘abnormal’ from ‘normal’
Knowledge of outside agencies

A more detailed list of behaviours and what to do if these examples were
portrayed.

# # =
Regular talks from outside expert on how to manage this behaviour

Outside training from experts who are working at the ‘coal face’ of these
issues

Perhaps training that specifies how to identify the signs of inappropriate
sexualised behaviour and how to get support for the student before it gets out
of control.

#H *n -
Hotline to ask advice if needed

Support for handling disclosures when they are made to teachers and the legal
ramifications involved

The support of a qualified guidance counsellor as many issues take a great
deal of time and consultation to resolve.

# x :z
A copy of a policy.

Specific guidelines for specific behaviours.

Clear guidelines as to what is appropriate and what is not. Clear guidelines
on how to (and with whom) to discuss issues.
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Confused
I'd be wanting to question if the student doing this sort of thing had actually
experienced the same themselves - i.e. had been abused
In need of help and intervention.
5.8 People, agencies, programmes and methods used by teachers
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Computer user agreement (signed by parents). Password protected
screensaver

Teacher present when on Internet

Block on all adult sites and blog websites for BEBO, Myspace etc.
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6 Discussion and conclusions
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What's happening with abusive and inappropriate
sexual behaviour among Year 7 & 8 students?

Survey of Teachers of Years 7 & 8 Students
Wellington and Hutt 2007

Health Services Research Centre
Victoria University of Wellington
PO Box 600, Wellington

Please send me a summary of the final research report:

Name:

School:
(or address)
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This may be behaviour such as bullying or extremely disruptive behaviour.
But please do not write here about sexually inappropriate behaviour.
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Use additional sheet at end of survey for any further comments (Write ‘question 5”)
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